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ost famous citizen Sho Hashi. Born in
the 15th century. Before that, Ryukyu consisted of three separate countries. This story is told in the classical Ryukyu music and dance

drama 'Ufugushiku-tegun', traditionally performed in Oshiro Ward.
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Going back in time, there was conflict between various tribes and factions and this can be seen in the various gusuku (castles) dotted
around the area, places where heroes such as Sho Hashi lived and worked. In fact, the name, Nanjo means “Southern Castle.”
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Nanjo makes active use of its historical and cultural heritage as a local resource, for example by passing on the spirit of local hero Sho
Hashi to children and organising a marathon in his name.
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The ruins of five gusuku (castles) in Nanjo are designated as national historical sites. These are; Shimashi Ozato Castle, Sashiki Castle,

Itokazu Castle, Tamagusuku Castle and Chinen Castle.



