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It is said that the Itokazu Gusuku (castle) was built in the early 14th century by the third son of
Tamagusuku Aji (a local lord) who ruled Tamagusuku Gusuku. Together with Oshiro Gusuku that
was built by the second son of him, it is said that those castles played a key role in defending the
western defenses.

Itokazu Gusuku Site is on a hill 180 meters above sea level, with cliffs and steep slopes on three
sides, leaving only the east side easily accessible.

The eastern side, being relatively flat and therefore defensively weak, is reinforced high walls.
Additionally, on the northern and eastern sides, projecting structures such as Nishi-nu-Azana
(North lookout platform), Fe-nu-Azana (South lookout platform) and Minami-no-Koguchi (South
Defensive Gate Remains) have been arranged. From these projecting sections, defenders could
shoot arrows at enemies scaling the side walls.

The walls of these projections were constructed using a combination of nozura-zumi(rough fieldstone
masonry) and kiriishi-zumi (cut stone masonry) techniques.

Artifacts such as Gusuku pottery, Kamui-yaki stoneware, Chinese ceramics, Okinawan pottery, and
items made of metal, shell and stone have been excavated from Itokazu Gusuku Site.

On May 15th, 1972, Itokazu Gusuku Site was designated as a National Historic Site of Japan.
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